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featuring work by Brother(hood) Dance!, Raja Feather Kelly & Anthony Rosado  
 

"Unity does not require that we be identical to each other.” - Audre Lorde 
Guest curators Ebony Noelle Golden, Jaamil Kosoko and Nia Love invite us to look at the intersectionality of 
masculinity, feminism, warrior[ism], [black] art and the assumption that these terms can not occupy the same space. 
The weekend features a Collective Conversation facilitated by Seyi Adebanjo, two evenings of performance and Master 
Classes for the Masses with Darrell Jones, Onye Ozuzu, and Maria Bauman. 

 

THE SYLLABUS: Exploring Masculinity, Gender, Sexuality & Performance 

ARTICLES 
What Does Black Masculinity Look Like? 
“There needs to be more visibility of transmen, men with disabilities, men who are present and responsible fathers, men 
who identify as feminist, men who are active in their communities, men who are non-misogynist, non-homophobic, non-
aggressive and anti-violent. Black feminist men (outside the academy). We need to see them to know they exist. They 
need to see each other to know they exist.” Read more at http://www.crunkfeministcollective.com/2014/05/27/what-
does-black-masculinity-look-like/What Does Black Masculinity Look Like?. 
 
BLACK MASCULINITY 
“Black men and their full complexity as human beings is not fully represented in popular media. They are represented 
either negatively as criminals or as comedians. Or they are represented in positive image traps, where they are seen as 
successful because they pulled themselves up by their own bootstraps disregarding the systematic oppression that 
works against the black community. My site expands my audience’s understanding of black masculinity by 
demonstrating that black masculinity can challenge hegemonic systems of patriarchy. “  
See more at http://blackmasculinities.tumblr.com. 
 
Terry Crews, the Feminist: "Millions Have Died Because of Male Pride" 
"One thing I love, and that I’m starting to understand more, is that we really are both. Every man and every woman has 
both sexes in them. As manly as I am, with a one chromosome difference, I’m a woman. We have to embrace the 
duality that we are. When you’re in touch with that feminine side, you can empathize, along with having the strength."  
- Terry Crews 
Read more at http://www.damemagazine.com/2015/03/06/terry-crews-feminist-millions-have-died-because-male-pride. 
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3 Ways to Rethink Masculinity as a Newly Masculine-Presenting Person 
“We need to divorce masculinity from violence in the media. How can we learn that masculinity can be gentle and 
respectful if the idealized masculine hero is a man who dominates his environment and destroys anything that gets in 
his way? 
We need to teach young boys that respectful give-and-take is the ideal way to have a conversation—it’s not all-
important to “win” every interaction. 
We need to give men and masculine people a way of expressing our true selves without using the oppression of 
feminine people to show how big and strong we are.”  
Read more at  http://everydayfeminism.com/2014/09/rethinking-masculinity. 
 
The Shapings of Black Masculinities 
“Whether we encounter dehumanizing messages when reading an HRA teen pregnancy ad while awaiting a bus in Bed-
Stuy or face down the barrel of a gun in the hand of a NYPD officer’s hand while hanging with friends in East Flatbush 
like young Kimani Gray, our masculinities emerge in response to the myriad forces we encounter in the spaces in which 
we exist. The project of recuperating a range of black masculinities that do no violence to women, kids, and other men, 
then, requires that we name and resist patriarchy, sexism, misogyny and other violences while simultaneously thinking 
through the ways in which black masculinities also emerge in response to the very real possibilities of violence inflicted 
upon cis and trans-gendered black boys and men” 
Read more at http://thefeministwire.com/2013/03/the-shapings-of-black-masculinities/ 
 
The Art of Masculinity 
"Placing black and Latino men at the center of race discussions in America is, of course, nothing new. But in recent 
years, as we discuss what seems to be a growing number of black and brown victims of police and vigilante violence, 
the conversation about race and masculinity has taken on a more urgent tone. 
Two new art exhibits in New York City by openly gay men of color grapple with some of the sentiments that animate the 
discussions around black and Latino masculinity... 
[Kehinde] Wiley and [Alex] Donis have been using their visual art to tell stories of black and brown manhood in America, 
stories of men who've been erased, hunted and hated. 
Now, more than ever, America is looking."  
Read more at http://www.colorlines.com/articles/art-masculinity. 
 
Black. Male. Feminist. 
Let me be clear: I do not choose to identify as “feminist” as if appending some badge of honor to my lapel...As such, I 
adopt the label humbly, recognizing that action must follow my words and that, as a male with privilege, blind spots and 
missteps are inevitable. 
I am a Black man who knows that Black women are not my enemy. I realize that my public words and actions have not 
always provided Black women with a reciprocal assurance. And so with “feminist” I hope to say, simply, “You can count 
on me as your partner in struggle.”  
Read more at http://www.ebony.com/news-views/black-male-feminist-403 - ixzz3YrOyH72q. 
 

CONVERSATIONS 
Twitter Chat on Emotional Justice and 'Toxic Masculinity' 
Part 3 of EBONY Magazine’s ‘emotional justice’ conversation, inspired by the rift between Cornel West and Michael Eric 
Dyson, as well as the current climate of social justice movements. What does the division of emotional labor between 
men and women in healthy movements look like? What have we been afraid to risk to build those movements? What 
work are we willing to do to change that?   
Read more at http://www.ebony.com/news-views/today-twitter-chat-on-emotional-justice-and-toxic-masculinity-503 - 
axzz3YoV10a28. 
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Be A Man 
The phrase "be a man" has been used to mean many things related to male identity, or male gender identity: some of it 
positive, some negative, others prescriptive. Its definition is diverse, and has often divided. Last January, several people 
on Twitter began to use the hashtag  # BeAMan  to highlight the complexities and problems with general perceptions of 
what it is to be a man, and the gender identity frequently assigned to it: https://storify.com/cbccommunity/beaman 

Connected Conversations: 
o http://www.bet.com/news/health/2014/01/03/commentary-why-we-need-more-beaman-

conversations.html 
o http://black-culture.tumblr.com/post/71370429964/spokenelle-just-a-few-highlights-from-the 

 
NPR Explores 'The Fear of Black Men in America' 
Following up on a two-day report, "The Fear of Black Men in America," NPR's Michel Martin (formerly of, "Tell Me 
More") and Gene Demby hosted a Twitter chat March 31, 2015. Listen to Part 2 of Martin's report, which today tackles 
how African-American men feel about themselves and each other. Part 1 looked at how fear of black men manifests in 
the criminal justice system and the labor market. Read more at 
http://colorlines.com/archives/2015/03/npr_explores_the_fear_of_black_men_in_america.html. 
 
#BlackMenDream 
ShiKeith’s #Blackmendream project inspired Brother(hood) Dance!’s performance work, Black Jones. 
https://twitter.com/hashtag/blackmendream 
 

FILMS & VIDEOS 
QueerofGender 
QueerofGender (All one word) or QofG is a grassroots organization and online transnational visibility project, dedicated 
to affirming and acknowledging the various genders and gender expressions within Black, Indigenous and People of 
Colour (BIPOC) communities. Learn more at http://queerofgender.com. 
 
Tongues Untied 
As Seyi Adebanjo notes, "This film addresses black men loving black men as a revolutionary act, along with 
investigating black masculinity –fluidity, queerness, racism in queer communities, homophobia in black community etc. 
It challenges and disrupts stereotypes/oppression of black masculinity."  
Watch the full film at https://www.fandor.com/films/tongues_untied. 

Connected Conversations: 
o http://www.huffingtonpost.com/darnell-l-moore/tongues-untied-manhugs-an_b_1776489.html 

 
NYU Institute of African-American Affairs presents Brother to Brother, Sister to Sister: A Series Celebrating the 
Works of LGBT Artists (includes the work of Seyi Adebanjo): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Du2mzzdQ5eY 
 
BuzzFeed Video “What It’s Like To Be Intersex”: https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=1666414276832781 
 

ADDITIONAL GOOD READS 
Progressive Black Masculinities by edited by Athena D. Mutua: 
http://www.amazon.com/Progressive-Black-Masculinities-Athena-Mutua/dp/0415976871 
 
Black Masculinity and Visual Culture by Herman Gray: http://sites.middlebury.edu/soan191/files/2013/08/hermangray.pdf 
 
 
Dancing While Black is produced by Angela's Pulse. This weekend of events is presented in partnership with Bronx Academy 
of Arts and Dance, Urban Bush Women and NYU's Hemispheric Institute of Performance and Politics.  


